ENVIRONMENTAL
SERVICES

STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS

Grounded in Excellence

Universal Engineering Sciences (UES) has provided
professional engineering services throughout the United
States for nearly 60 years. Well respected and steeped in
culture, UES is considered a pioneer of the industry and
stands at the forefront of influential legislature and proven
best practices.
With more than 3,000 professionals and 67 national
branches, UES hosts a broad range of services including
Geotechnical Engineering, Construction Materials Testing
& Inspection, Code Compliance, Environmental Services,
Occupational Health & Safety, and Building Envelope.
Our breadth of work includes both public and private
clients and consists of projects ranging from rail and
transportation to commercial and education.
An unmatched passion for our work and pride for
contributing to the growth of the communities which we
serve is derived from strong, meaningful values grounded
in excellence.

Environmental Services

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
As shepherds of the environment and
advocates for sustainable design, UES is
committed to providing environmentally
sound solutions that benefit both the

Our core services include:
■
■
■
■
■

communities and clients we serve. From

■

due diligence to built environments to site

■

rehabilitation, we approach each project

■

with conviction and the belief that superior

■

service results from understanding our
clients’ unique needs.
We tirelessly work as trusted advisers and

■
■
■
■
■

partners and to deliver value-added service

■

through operational excellence, service

■

excellence, and quality and safety.

■
■

Due Diligence
Phase I/II Environmental Site Assessments
Subsurface Investigations
Corrective Action Plans
Site Rehabilitation/Remediation
Underground Storage Tanks Closures and
Assessments
Vapor Intrusion Studies
Brownfield Site Redevelopment
Waste Management
Facility Decommissioning and Closure
Materials Management and Site
Development Coordination
Wetland Studies
Threatened & Endangered Species Evaluations
Asbestos Testing & Consulting
Lead-Based Paint Surveys
Stormwater Management
Environmental Compliance Assistance
Property Condition Assessments
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OFFICE LOCATIONS
THE RIGHT PLACE
UES has 67 fully-operational and fully-staffed
branches ranging from California to the DC Metro
area to Miami. These strategically located offices
meet the needs of our clients by providing local
expert knowledge and solutions unique to the
region. The wide distribution of our resources also
means that we are able to rapidly respond to the
needs of our clients with an immediate allocation of
equipment and manpower.

Each office is staffed with dedicated professionals
who are familiar with the geographic conditions,
state, county, and city regulations, and who have
developed strong working relationships with local
specialized subconsultants and vendors.
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Environmental Services

PHASE I ENVIRONMENTAL
SITE ASSESSMENTS
During a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment
(ESA), UES’ environmental assessment team
reviews a property to evaluate its condition and
identify potential environmental concerns that
may impact the property value or affect claim to
an “innocent land owner” exemption following
purchase. Our years of experience, over 3,000
ESAs successfully conducted annually, and unique
regional knowledge ensure that our clients receive
a trustworthy, independent professional opinion.
Clients have come to rely on us to operate under
tight deadlines and give them the time they need
to make sound business decisions during property
transactions.
UES offers additional value by providing staff that
is cross trained in additional due diligence service
areas.

■

Environmental Impact Statements/Reports
(EIS/EIR)

■

Asbestos and Lead-Based Paint Assessments

■

Property Condition Assessments

PHASE II ENVIRONMENTAL
SITE ASSESSMENTS
Should environmental concerns be identified on
a property, UES conducts Phase II ESAs to reduce
liabilities and cleanup expenses for stakeholders. We
provide turnkey subsurface assessment services for
the collection of soil, groundwater, sediment, and
surface water during this process. We differentiate
ourselves by not only providing traditional subsurface
investigation services such as soil boring/monitoring
well installation, and associated sampling activities,
but by also offering drilling services, geophysical
surveys, underground storage tank closures, soil gas
surveys, and vapor intrusion studies.

Should the need arise, our team streamlines the
property assessment process by offering asbestos
surveys, mold assessments, lead-based paint
surveys, radon testing, compliance evaluations, and
other non-traditional Phase I ESA services as add-on
services.

UES’ flexible and versatile technical team is prepared
to make on-site adjustments and provide our
clients with the most cost-effective, solutionbased information to guide them through project
decision-making.

Services Include:

■

■

Subsurface Assessments

Phase I Environmental Site Assessments

■

■

Site Characterization and Investigation

Environmental Transaction Screens

■

■

Baseline Environmental Assessments

Petroleum-Hydrocarbon
Contamination Assessments

■

National Environmental Policy Act Audits

■

Hazardous Substance

Services Include:
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■

Contamination Assessments

Services Include:

■

Compliance Status Reports

■

Remedial Action Plan Design/Implementation

■

Hazardous and Toxic Waste Assessments

■

Electrical Resistive Heating

■

Soil and Sediment Testing

■

Ozone and Peroxide Treatment

■

Groundwater and Surface Water Testing

■

Soil Vapor Extraction

■

Soil Boring Installation

■

Air Sparging

■

Groundwater Monitoring Well Installation

■

Bioremediation

■

Contract Drilling Services

■

Groundwater Pump and Treat

■

In-situ Treatment

■

Passive Barrier Wall Treatment

■

Free Product Recovery

■

Material Stabilization

■

Source Removal

■

Groundwater Monitoring

SPECIALTY ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

REMEDIAL DESIGN AND
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS
When pollution or contaminants are identified
in soil, groundwater, sediment, or surface water,
UES is adept at developing a corrective actions
strategy to remediate the issue and reduce risk for
clients. Our experts have local knowledge while
being backed by the national strength of the UES
company. This empowers us to create cost-effective
solutions unique to each site with our cutting-edge
technologies.
In addition to UES’ proficiency in assisting clients
with traditional corrective actions such as soil
vapor extraction, in-situ treatment, bioremediation,
passive barrier-wall treatment, free product
recovery, and source removal, we also offer the
latest remedial technologies such as material
stabilization, thermal treatment processes, and
chemical oxidation (ozone and peroxide). UES
has developed a strong reputation for timely and
successful remediation projects that protect our
clients’ assets and limit their risk in any corrective
action situation.
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UES performs specialty environmental services
under numerous local, state, and federal regulated
programs. These programs often provide funding
and tax incentives to help property owners
remediate contaminated sites for future use. With
an outstanding history of providing closure for
complex contaminated sites across the country, we
also provide specialty services including sinkhole
investigation, ground-penetrating radar, regulatory
compliance assistance, litigation support, and
expert witness testimony.

Environmental Services
Services Include:

Services Include:

■

Underground Storage Tank Assessments
and Closures

■

Preliminary Wetland/State Water Assessments

■

■

Wetland Determinations

Brownfield Site Designation
and Grant Preparation

■

Wetland Identification and Delineation

■

Brownfield Assessments and Site Rehabilitation

■

■

Wetland Creation / Restoration /
Enhancement / Monitoring

Corrective Action Plan Preparation

■

■

Vapor Intrusion Studies and Mitigation Planning

Regulatory Coordination and Preparation/
Submittal of Environmental Impact Permits

■

Landfill Assessments and Post-Closure Care

■

Facility Decommissioning and Site Restoration

■

Hazardous Material Surveys and Waste
Management Activities

■

Material Management Plans
and Oversight Consulting

■

Storm Water Compliance Plans
and Monitoring Programs

■

Spill Prevention, Control and
Countermeasure Plans

THREATED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES
UES’ staff biologists and environmental scientists
perform protected species assessments to
identify the potential presence of any protected
animal or plant species on a property. Should any
listed species and their habitats be identified,
our technical team assists in the coordination,
permitting, and mitigation of impacts on them
through State and Federal Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commissions.
Services Include:

WETLAND SERVICES

■

Permit Preparation/Planning/Negotiating

UES provides wetland services for a wide variety
of clients and projects. Our wetland assessments,
delineations, jurisdictional determinations
assistance, mitigation determination solutions,
regulatory coordination, and preparation and
submittal of environmental impact permits help
clients navigate the complicated process of
wetland property development. We determine
the developable acreage present and if wetland
disturbance would be required for the intended
future development of a property to aid our clients
in making informed decisions.

■

Threatened and Endangered Species
Assessments

■

Terrestrial/Aquatic Species Assessments

■

FFWCC Authorized Gopher Tortoise
Relocation Agents

We assist clients with all aspects of coordination,
permitting, and mitigation associated with projects
that affect jurisdictional wetlands in accordance
with local, State, and Federal regulatory agencies.

ASBESTOS AND LEAD-BASED
PAINT SERVICES
UES provides asbestos surveys for property
development throughout the United States.
Asbestos surveys are performed during real estate
transactions as part of the due diligence process.
UES conducts asbestos surveys under the guidance
of the National Emission Standards for Hazardous
Air Pollutants (NESHAP) regulations for demolitions
and renovations of structures, installations, and
buildings. The regulations require the owner of the
building or the operator to notify the appropriate
local or state agency before any demolition, or
before any renovations of buildings that could
contain asbestos-containing material.
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Our building surveys of suspect materials typically
involve the following phases of assessment:
Asbestos Screening: An asbestos screening is the
best solution if damaged material is being repaired.
It targets areas with damage and potentially friable
suspect asbestos containing materials.
Limited Asbestos Survey: A limited asbestos
survey provides a comprehensive survey of building
materials and suspected asbestos containing
materials. It is designed for a homogenous building
material survey and typically includes the roof,
certain walls, siding, and/or any singular area
where suspect asbestos contain g materials may be
present.
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Pre-Renovation Asbestos Survey: A prerenovation asbestos survey is a comprehensive
survey of building material but is focused in areas
of the building that will be disturbed. The survey
ensures that the renovation taking place would
not impact the environment or release asbestos
containing materials during construction or
renovation activities.
Pre-Demolition Asbestos Survey: A predemolition asbestos survey is a comprehensive
survey of a building. This survey inspects the entire
building, including interior and exterior building
materials and typically utilizes destructive sampling
protocols. A demolition survey necessitates the
destruction of small sections of the building to
discover asbestos containing materials behind
walls, floors, or other cancelled areas.

Environmental, Health & Safety

Environmental Services

MANAGEMENT APPROACH
Scheduling
UES values the importance of delivering projects
in a timely manner. We understand that our
clients often need to make critical decisions under
tight timeframes, while considering budget, end
goals, follow-up actions, and public image. Our
staff strives to develop and drive realistic project
schedules for every assignment we receive. Our
project management team starts every project
we undertake by assembling the project team to
discuss our approach. One of the first steps for the
project manager is to meet with all vested parties
to conduct a project kick-off meeting. As part of
the meeting, a detailed schedule is developed that
involves the UES project team, sub-consultants, and
the client. One of the key aspects of this meeting
is to understand our client’s objectives and desired
outcomes (CODO) so that we can present a detailed
schedule to the client.
The project schedule is designed with the complete
understanding of the CODO for the client. We
take a look at many project aspects including field
conditions, scope of services, project logistics,
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site access, subcontractor availability, laboratory
turnaround times, regulatory deadlines, and more.
Once we have a full understanding of our resources,
we develop a written schedule that is presented to
the client for review. We understand that project
conditions and schedules will change during a
project. UES takes the approach to be a flexible
solution provider when scheduling challenges arise.
Good communication with the client is critical for
any successful project; therefore, we will discuss
and review the schedule with our client and obtain
a mutually agreeable final project schedule before
we proceed with project assignments.
UES also understands that project delays can occur
for various reasons and it is our number one goal
to communicate quickly with our clients to discuss
the issue. We recognize that these situations are
not always desirable but when quick and solution
driven adjustments are presented, we can limit
the project delay or at times look for other ways to
recover lost project time to still deliver within the
client’s expectations.
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Project Management
UES’s approach to project management is built
on clear and concise communication, total team
involvement, and the implementation of decades
of best practices and relevant insight. Our project
managers recognize that every project is unique
and therefore begin each one by meticulously
studying the scope of services in order to
develop an approach based on a comprehensive
understanding of the client’s expectations,
schedule, and budget.
During the project, our project managers work hard
to ensure that deadlines are kept, daily records
are maintained, and that our work is conducted
safely and in a manner representative of UES’ high
standards and superior quality. Our staff have
completed both safety and industry-standard
quality assurance training which allows for
consistent and accurate results.

8 | Universal Engineering Sciences

Regulatory Coordination
and Reporting
Due to our strong roots and local office presence,
UES has established solid working relationships
with the regulatory agencies in the area. We fully
understand the regulatory requirements of the
United States Environmental Protection Agency,
local environmental regulatory agencies, Water
Management Districts, and municipalities. We
routinely meet with the various regulatory bodies
regarding projects, so we have a firm understanding
of whatever it takes to complete projects under the
regulatory framework of these various agencies.
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Like everybody, I am looking for the path of least
resistance,” Stannard says. “With UES, you call and
ask for something and you know it’s going to get
taken care of. “

—Scott Stannard, President and Co-owner
Commercial Site Solutions Inc.
Business Observer

We have invested time and resources into building
standardized reporting formats for the services we
provide. These reports encompass the necessary
components to deliver a clear picture of the
assessment activities, findings, conclusions, and
recommendations, while meeting or exceeding
client expectations. Our report formats are
designed to allow the reader to gain a complete
understanding of the significance of the data
and findings. We use electronic data deliverable
presentations so it is easy to understand what
laboratory testing results show and how significant
they are to the project. Our internal drafting
consultants develop detailed figures that help
visualize the findings and how they relate to current
and future site features. UES reviews all report
templates and reporting tools on a routine basis so
that we can continuously improve our deliverables
and help our clients keep pace with the ever
changing regulatory EHS requirements.

Our Experts
■

Professional Geologists

■

Professional Engineers

■

Environmental Scientists

■

Biologists

■

Licensed Asbestos Assessors

■

Licensed Mold Assessors

■

Licensed Radon Inspectors

■

Registered Environmental Professionals

■

Certified Hazardous Materials Managers

■

Certified Environmental Managers

■

Environmental Health Specialists
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